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No.200 1 KAWAGOE HIGHSCHOOL

(Since ) .
1950, July, 18th/ |
I

Matt Takes A Look At
English Education In Japan

We ask Matt

Some questions

(Assistant  English
Teacher) system is going ahead all
over Japan,

This is the new for Kawagoe high-
school. At Kawagoe high-school a
new AET has heen here for a year,
The teacher's name is Matthew
Allwright and his nickname is Mart.
He is twenty-two years old. and
comes from England. He also
teaches at Kawagoe Hatsukari high-
school. The third grade students
know about his lessons, but the first
or second grade students don’t know
him so well,

That's why we gave Mait some
questions about Kawagoe high-
school and high-schools in Japan.

-What are yonr impressions of Kawagoe High-School?-
Kawataka seemd 1o be unique in the way that it can combine such hard work and high
achievement with such a sense of individuality and fun,

Students know how to enjoy themselves, and realise that this is just as important as
geiling the job done. This is special, I think, and it makes my job very enjoyable.

-What are the merits and demerits of English education in Japan?-

How much time do you have? The main merit is the amazing will 1o learn on the part of
the Japanese people. Surely no other country spends as much time or money on language
education as Japan. The main demerit is the outdated idea that a language can be learnt
like a code, according to strict rules and regulations, without an idea of the culture which
produced that language. This is of course reflected in the majority of University Entrance
Examinations, which do not help to make my job very enjoyable.

~What do you think Japanese school life?-

Fascinating, and very, very different from my school at home. In Britain, when the final
bell rings at four o'clock, the school empties until the next morning. You would never see
a student at school on a holiday, unless he had forgotten his coat, The importance of
school 1o the Japanese student is much greater than 1o the British student. As a result
British students have much more time to enjoy things not offered by the school, but could
never ofganize anything as impressive as Kusunokisai.

~How long haye you been in Japan, and until when do you plan to stay?-

I've been here since the 28th of July 1991, and my plan al the moment is 10 stay wntil at
Teast the same time next year. That's when my contract at Kawataka runs until, but [ may
take some extfa time lo see some more of Japan before 1 go.

~What do you want to do when you pet back 1o Britain?-

Have anice cup of tea. Mo, seriously, Fm still not absolutely sure.

It depends very much upon the staie of the economy and the opportunity for finding a job.
The eventual plan is 1o be involved with newspapers in some way, but it's very
competitive, and success is never guaraniced.

We'll see how | feel afier that cup of tea.

~What kind of material would you like 1o use in lessons?-

Something that requires students (0 use all four communicative skills; reading, writing,
listening and speaking. This sounds very easy, | know, but when most entrance exams
only use the first two of the above, trying to persuade students that the other two might be
useful is not fo simple. 1 also want 1o use material that is concerned with modem Japan,
and its relalianship to the rest of the world, as I feel this will be of crucial importance in
the next few years.

-Have you traveled in Japan?-
Not as much as | would like to. | have visited Kobe, ata, Nagano, Kanagawa,
Shizvoka, Gunma, Yamanashi, all of which are within a day's travel from Saitama, but 1
haven't yet been all the way down to Kyushu, or, somewhere | have heard is very
beautiful, Rebun Island.

Maybe next summer,

-Do you have anything to say to the students?-

Yes. Who stole my umbrelia? No, honestly, take life in your stride and don't worry too
much. Take regular exercise and read a good book for pleasure now and again. 1f you
have the time and the money, see a foreign country (especially B as our tourist
industry is i trouble, and we need more yen.) This is the meaning of life.

-What do you find strange about Japan?-

After a year, 1 thought I'd have worked out Japan, but I'm pleased to find that there are
still questions to which 1 don’t know the answers, like;

How daes Konishiki put his shoes on?

How do "X" keep their hair up?

Why does Tamori wear dark glasses
indoors?

Which one is Chage and which
Aska?

When will C.C girls marry me?
Japan is a fascinating place, and 1
love its strangeness, To be
somewhete so different from my
own country and yet to be a part of
its community is a great honour and
very ex ng for me. Please
continue 1o help me in my job and
teach me 5o that | can teach you.
AR,  thank you

1992, 11,
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—BY KAWAGOE HIGHSCHOOL NEWSPAPERCLUB—

|
Newspaper club a

“Family favorite”

Kusunoki Festival :

} Newspaper club's Exbition

The weekend of the 11th and 12th of September saw Kawagoe High
School’s 45th Kusunokisai Festival. The festival is a combination of
events, dances and bonfires which are the collective efforts of many

different groups and com

weather, made this year's festival yet again a popular antraction.

additives and food content in general. In addition to this, the club also
d rain problem.
One highlight of the presentation was the organic food taste test which
students prepared for visitors to the festival. The display placed more

displayed the results of some of their research into the

emphasis upon practical demonsiration of the dangers of food additives
than in previous years. Visitors could see for themselves the advantages of
additive-free food as students gave them the chance to purchase some from

the stall

| Although sales were slow on Saturday morning, they picked up after lunch
as mothers and fathers of many students visited the festival. Mr.Yoshida's
speech about the dangers of food additive further swelled their numbers.
Display was particularly appreciated by families who chose to visil school

throughout the festivals' second day,

A very popular item was the juice which sold by the cascload, The
exhibition tended to attract the older section of the crowd, while the

younger visitors preferred more heavily advertised events. Overall the stall
entertained and informed over 200 people during the 1wo days of the

| festival, a great improvement on previous years.

The club, however, feels there is still room for much hard work, The
method of displaying results, as a stationary wall-chart, for instance, is
seen as a linle dull for the average visitor, while the sales of juice were

thinking of approach would be

<
g
g
H
g

LRy
-Kusunokisai Not Without ise= =%
Problems-
Some critics of the Festival, s '
however, have said that the

| smaller-than usual Festival o
| Committee has this year led 1o
problems in arganization at 5
" -
the evenl. One serious
problem was the volume of
rubbish which was cleared up

over the two days: 100 much

|

\

\

|

| for the school incinerator ta

‘ manage. Anotber point for
criticism s the growing?

| Miuabar GF-svenis

i appear purely for the sake of

| amusement, against a fewer,

number of cultural merit.

trees. These groups with the help of fine

Once again newspaper club presented an informative exhibition about food

obviously a step in the right direction. However, a more serious fe-

—HEADLINE-

46.2% Of Students In

Favour Of A Price Rise

In a students’ questionnaire, 46.2% of students expressed their willingness 1o
support a Students’ Congress price rise. However, the opposing view also featured
strongly with a 43.5% showing, making the adoption of such a move uncertain.
Without a decision on this point, the congress will not be able 1o act further.

Receotly, the news has
been full of reports of
young people who get

Involved in serious crime. What is the truth behind reports?
We visited Kawagoe police station, and the Kawagoe branch of Urawa Civil Court
to investigate the nature of the crimes, and the typical age of offenders.

Newspaper Club :

|
|
|
| The First 200 Issues

Time flies when you're having fun, and Kawagoe High-School Newspaper Club
this year presents its 200 issue, We take a look at the role of the Newspaper and
the club in the life of the school

Credit Cards And Debt

There are millions of thousands of credit cards in the world today.
However, iresponsible use of your card may lead to serious debt. We take a look
at the dangers facing card-holders.

Kusunokisai Lea.ves
Problems, guestions

The 45th Kusunokisai was held on September12, 13th. But although the Festival
tried 1o ignore past trends, was the result really so differem? We report on the
before, during and after of the big weekend,

' Electricity and the

|
' \ Environment

We now confront a major problem in Global Warming and CO2 emissions, We
report on the rol= of the power plant in boosting CO2 levels, along with the nuclear
plant issue,

==ah =




